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terms of good understanding. The Emperor Alexander had a considerable corps of troops in Finland destined to protect that country against the Swedes, Napoleon having eonsented to that occupation in order to gain the provisional consent of Alexander to the invasion of Spain. What was the course pursued by Napoleon when, being at war with Russia, he wished to detach Sweden from her alliance with Alexander? He intimated to Bernadotte that he had a sure opportunity of retaking Finland, a conquest which would gratify his subjects and win their attachment to him. By this alliance Napoleon wished to force Alexander not to withdraw the troops who were in the north of his Empire, but rather to augment their numbers in order to cover Finland and St. Petersburg. It was thus that Napoleon endeavored to draw the Prince Royal into his coalition. It was of little consequence to Napoleon whether Bernadotte succeeded or not. The Emperor Alexander would nevertheless have, been obliged to inereaHe Inn force in Finland ; that was all that Napoleon wished. In the gigantic struggle upon whic.li France and Russia were about to enter the most trivial alliance was not to be neglected. In January, 1812, Davoust invaded Swedish Pomenmia without any declaration of war, and without any apparent motive. Was this inconceivable violation of territory likely to dispose the Prince Royal of Sweden to the proponed alliance!, even had that alliance not been adverse to the interests of his country ? That was impossible; and Bernadotte took the part which was expected of him. He rejected the offers of Napoleon, and prepared for coming events.
The Emperor Alexander wished to withdraw his force from Finland for the purpose of more effectively opposing the immense army which threatened MB States. Unwilling to expose Finland to an attack on the part of Sweden, he had an interview on the 28th of August, 181.2, at Abo, with the Prince Royal, to come to an arrangement with him for uniting their interests. I know that the Emperor of Kussia pledged himself, whatever might happen, to protect tternsv* dotte against the fate of the new dynasties, to guarantee the possession of his throne, and promised that he should have